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Introduction

With the right information and resources, you can make
informed decisions and achieve your dream of owning a
home. We believe that having a knowledgeable and
experienced real estate agent by your side can make all
the difference in ensuring a smooth and successful
transaction.
In this guide, we'll walk you through each step of the
home buying process, providing valuable tips and
insights along the way. We hope that by following this
guide, you'll feel confident and well-prepared as you
embark on this exciting journey.

Welcome to our comprehensive Buyer's Guide for the
Home Buying Process. This guide is designed to help you
navigate the often complex and overwhelming journey to
homeownership. 



Before you start searching for your dream home, it's
essential to identify your needs, wants, and deal-breakers.
Make a list of your top priorities, such as location, size,
style, and features. Consider the following factors:

Number of bedrooms and bathrooms
Proximity to work, schools, and amenities
Neighborhood and community characteristics
Outdoor space and landscaping
Future growth potential and resale value

Be sure to differentiate between must-haves and nice-to-
haves, and keep in mind that you may need to
compromise on some items to stay within your budget.
Additionally, consider your long-term plans and how they
may impact your housing needs.

Section 1

DETERMINE YOUR WANTS
AND NEEDS



Section 2

Taking a close look at your financial situation is a crucial step in
the home buying process. Begin by assessing your current
finances, including your income, expenses, savings, and debt.
Next, review your credit score, as it will significantly impact
your ability to secure a mortgage and favorable interest rates. If
needed, take steps to improve your credit score by paying
down debt, making timely payments, and correcting any errors
on your credit report.

Next, work with a trusted lender to get pre-approved for a
mortgage. A mortgage pre-approval will give you a better
understanding of how much you can afford and show sellers
that you are a serious buyer. Additionally, start saving for a
down payment and closing costs, as well as any additional
expenses, such as moving costs and potential renovations.

PREPARE YOUR FINANCES



Once you have a clear understanding of your needs,
wants, and budget, you can begin the house hunting
process. Utilize online resources and tools to search for
properties that meet your criteria. Work closely with your
real estate agent to identify potential homes and
schedule property viewings.

Section 3

HOUSE HUNTING AND
PROPERTY VIEWING

When attending property viewings,
consider the following:

Overall condition and maintenance
of the home
Layout and functionality
Potential for updates or renovations
Neighborhood and surrounding area

Take notes and photos during each viewing to help you
remember and compare properties later.



Section 4

When you find a property that meets your needs and
budget, it's time to make an offer. Your real estate agent
will help you determine a fair offer price based on
comparable properties and current market conditions.
Your offer will include several components, such as price,
contingencies (e.g., financing, inspection), closing date,
and earnest money deposit.

Negotiating is a standard part of the home buying
process, and your real estate agent will guide you in
developing a strategy to achieve the best possible
outcome. Be prepared for counteroffers and potentially
multiple offer situations. Remember to remain flexible
and keep your priorities in mind during negotiations.

MAKING AN OFFER AND
NEGOTIATING



Once your offer is accepted, it's time to schedule a home
inspection. A professional home inspector will evaluate
the property's condition and identify any potential issues,
such as structural problems, electrical or plumbing
concerns, and safety hazards. Review the inspection
report thoroughly and discuss any significant findings
with your real estate agent. You may want to request a
credit to make repairs, request the seller make repairs, or
even walk away from the deal if the issues are too severe.

In addition to the home inspection, your lender will
require an appraisal to determine the property's market
value. The appraisal is essential for ensuring that the
home is worth the amount you're borrowing. If the
appraisal comes in lower than your offer, you may need to
renegotiate the price or explore other financing options.

Section 5

HOME INSPECTION 
AND APPRAISAL



Section 6

With a satisfactory inspection and appraisal in hand, you can
move forward with securing your mortgage. Work closely with
your lender to finalize your loan application and ensure that
you've provided all the necessary documentation. Be prepared
for any last-minute requests or additional verification.

As you approach the closing date, your real estate agent and
lender will help you prepare for the final steps. This process
includes reviewing the closing disclosure, obtaining
homeowners insurance, and scheduling a final walk-through of
the property. On the closing day, you'll sign all the required
documents, pay any outstanding fees, and receive the keys to
your new home.

SECURING YOUR MORTGAGE
AND CLOSING THE DEAL



Conclusion

I hope this Buyer's Guide for the Home Buying Process has
provided you with valuable insights and tips for a successful
home buying experience. By following this guide and working
closely with an experienced real estate agent, you can feel
confident and well-prepared as you embark on your journey to
homeownership. Remember to remain patient, flexible, and
focused on your goals throughout the process.



TESTIMONIALS

Hannah K.
“Heather went above and beyond for us!
Her knowledge, communication, and
dependability are unmatched in this area.
Highly recommend trusting her with your
buying and selling needs--she’s a rockstar!”

"I would 100% recommend Heather to
anyone looking for a house on the Palouse!
She truly went above and beyond for our
family, and words can’t express how
appreciative we are for it. Throughout a
lengthy and complicated cross country
move, Heather went to bat for us at every
turn to make sure we could move into the
house we loved so we could make Pullman
our home..."

“I highly recommend going with Heather if
you’re shopping for a home in the
Moscow/Pullman area! My husband and I
couldn’t be more pleased with the high level
of service she provided us...In this
competitive housing market, you really want
someone who is a go-getter, that’s
knowledgable, and who really has your best
interests in the forefront of their mind.
Heather has all these qualities and more. A
big plus for me is her communication skills
are next level so you really fell connected and
well informed during the entire process...”

Kaitlin L.

Alexa F.



At Woodbridge Real Estate, we are committed to providing
exceptional service and support to our clients throughout the
home buying process. Our team of experienced professionals
is dedicated to helping you achieve your real estate goals
with confidence and ease. We invite you to learn more about
our services and how we can assist you in your home buying
journey.

Contact Information:
Call or Text: 208-423-3675 
Email: heather@woodbridgereal.com
Website: www.moscowpullmanrealestate.com

Social Media:      heathersaltarella_realtor  
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